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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Original Application No. 1262/2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

Shankar Lal Lakhande & Others ... Applicants
VERSUS
State of Madhya Pradesh & Others = ........... Respondents

REPLY ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 9

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

1. That, the present Original Application has been filed before this
Hon’ble Tribunal alleging large-scale illegal and unregulated sand
mining at Chicholi Sand Quarry, District Balaghat, Madhya
Pradesh. That the instant reply is being submitted on behalf of
Respondent No. 9, Shri Rajesh Pathak, who was the previous Mine
Developer-cum-Operator (MDO) engaged by the Madhya Pradesh
State Mining Corporation Limited (hereinafter “MPSMC”) prior to
the appointment of M/s R.G. Associates (Respondent No. §).

2. That, it is most respectfully submitted at the outset that, save and
except matters specifically admitted herein, the answering
respondent denies and disputes all allegations, statements, and
averments contained in the Original Application. That nothing
stated therein shall be deemed to be admitted merely for want of

specific traverse.

3. That, the answering respondent was appointed as the MDO by

MPSMC for operation of certain sand quarries in Balaghat District

6/8
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in 2023 and had surrendered all the Mines/quarries vide
application dated 30th December 2023 which eventually expired
on 02.04.2024. That upon expiry of his contractual term, the
answering respondent duly completed all handover formalities
and was formally released from all operational obligations on .
Thereafter, on 02.05.2024, M /s R.G. Associates, represented by
Shri Ramesh Prasad Dubey, was awarded a fresh contract for the
same group of sand quarries, including Chicholi Sand Quarry,
valid till 01.05.2027. Copy of Agreements executed and Surrender
Application submitted by answering respondent are marked as

Annexure R9/1, R9/2 & and Agreement executed with RG

Associates is marked as Annexure R9/3

. That, it is therefore manifest that at the time of the alleged

incidents of illegal mining referred to in the Joint Committee Report
dated 23.12.2024, the answering respondent had no role, control,
or possession whatsoever over the mining lease area. That all
alleged irregularities pertain to a period long after the cessation of
his tenure as MDO and during period when new MDO M/s R.G.

Associates was operating.

. That, it is further pertinent to note that nowhere in the FIR dated

30.08.2025, or in any other complaint or report, has the
answering respondent been named, implicated, or even referred
to. That the entire record demonstrates that the alleged acts of
illegal excavation were attributed to the subsequent contractor (R-
8) and certain local unauthorized miners and refers ot period
between 02.05.2024 to 13.12.2024 when M /s R.G. Associates was
operating. Hence, the present proceedings are wholly
misconceived and unsustainable against the answering

respondent. Copy of FIR is marked as Annexure R9/4
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6. That, during the operational period of the answering respondent
as MDO, all mining activities were undertaken strictly within the
demarcated lease boundaries as identified and handed over by the
District Mining Officer and MPSMC in accordance with Rule 5(1)
of the Madhya Pradesh Sand (Mining, Transportation, Storage and
Trading) Rules, 2019. That the answering respondent never had
any role in fixation of coordinates or boundary pillars, which fell

within the exclusive domain of the Mining Department.

7. That, the Joint Committee inspection dated 13.12.2024, which
forms the very foundation of the allegations in the present OA,
was carried out months after surrender by the answering
respondent and subsequently had relinquished possession and
ceased all mining activities. Hence, the findings and observations
contained in that report are irrelevant to and non-binding upon
the answering respondent and even if any adverse observations
are made against the answering respondent it is categorically
denied as being unsubstantiated and without any material on
record. Even otherwise it is respectfully submitted that the Joint
committee report cannot be accepted against the answering
respondents as it has been submitted in complicate of the orders
dated 20.11.2024 in which the inspection was carried out on
13.12.2024 and report was submitted on 23.12.20224, however
admittedly the answering respondent was impleaded as party only
on 14.02.2025. That this inspections was carried out and report
were prepared when answering respondent was not even party in

this Original Application.

8. That, under settled principles of environmental and criminal
jurisprudence, liability attaches only to the person in actual
control and possession of the site at the time of occurrence. That

as the answering respondent had no such control, operational
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10.

11.

12,

role, or financial interest during the period of the alleged
violations, he cannot be fastened with any vicarious or
retrospective liability. That the doctrine of actus non facit reum nisi
mens sit rea squarely applies, and in absence of actus reus or
mens rea, the answering respondent cannot be held culpable for

the acts of others.

That, the answering respondent further submits that the FIR
dated 30.08.2025, the show cause notices issued in 08.08.2025,
and the Joint Committee Report all relate to the tenure of M/s
R.G. Associates and to events occurring between 2.5.2025 and
13.12.2025, well beyond the answering respondent’s period of
contract which was surrendered vide application dated
31.12.2023. That the attempt to draw any nexus between those
events and the answering respondent is erroneous, factually
incorrect, and legally untenable. Copy of Show cause notice issued

to RG Associates is marked as Annexure R9/5.

That, during his operational period, the answering respondent’s
work was duly monitored by the Mining Department. That the
answering respondent had duly fulfilled all statutory obligations
under the M.P. Minor Mineral Rules, 1996 and Sand Rules, 2019
and Rules of 2022.

That, it is further submitted that after conclusion of his contract
period, the answering respondent duly handed over the site to
MPSMC, which thereafter re-allotted the mines to Respondent No.
8. Hence, all acts and omissions subsequent to such handover fall
exclusively within the responsibility of the succeeding operator

and the supervisory authorities.

That, in absence of any documentary evidence, physical seizure,

or administrative record showing involvement of the answering
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respondent, the allegations of illegal mining against him are
purely conjectural and cannot sustain judicial scrutiny. That even
the Joint Committee Report does not record any specific
observation, material, or evidence referring to the answering

respondent.

That, the Hon’ble Supreme Court and this Hon’ble Tribunal have
consistently held that environmental liability is strict but
situational, and it cannot be imposed retrospectively upon a person

who was not in control at the time of occurrence.

That, applying the said principle, since the answering respondent
had ceased to be the MDO well before the period of alleged illegal
mining, he cannot be treated as a “Project Proponent” or “Operator”
for the purpose of any action under the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986, M.P. Sand Rules, 2019, or M.P. Mineral (Prevention of
Illegal Mining, Transportation and Storage) Rules, 2022. In fact
under the new rules it is the Mining Corporation who is the project
proponent and their negligence has also been observed in the Joint

Committee Report.

That, moreover, the FIR dated 30.08.2025 and the show cause
notices issued by the Collector (Mines), Balaghat, are not
addressed to or concerning the answering respondent. That the
answering respondent is therefore neither a necessary nor a proper

party to the present proceedings.

That, the answering respondent’s inclusion as Respondent No. 9
appears to be purely on a mistaken assumption of continuity of
contract, without appreciating that a new tender process and a
distinct contractual engagement had commenced in favour of
Respondent No. 8. That such inclusion is thus liable to be struck

down as misjoinder of party.

6382
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17. That, the answering respondent further submits that there exists

no cause of action against him, as all material allegations relate to
events of 02.05.2025 to 13.12.2025, a period when he had no
nexus with the said mining operations. That in absence of any
factual or legal foundation, the OA is liable to be dismissed qua the

answering respondent.

PRAYER

In view of the facts and circumstances stated hereinabove, it is most

respectfully prayed that this Hon’ble Tribunal may be pleased to:

a-

Dismiss the present Original Application as against the answering
respondent (Respondent No. 9) as being misconceived, devoid of
merit, and not maintainable in law; and

Hold that the answering respondent bears no liability whatsoever
in respect of the alleged illegal mining mentioned in the Joint
Committee Report dated 13.12.2024, or any subsequent
proceedings, as the same pertain to a period after cessation of his
contractual tenure; and

Quash any adverse observation or reference made against the
answering respondent in any report, notice, or proceeding arising

out of the said matter; and/or

d- Pass such other or further orders as this Hon’ble Tribunal may

deem fit and proper in the facts and circumstances of the case

and in the interest of justice, equity, and good conscience.
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) ...APPLICANTS
g '.\ VERSUS

-.RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT

I Rajesh Ramlal Pathak, S/o Ramlal Pathak, aged about 67 years,

! ._' Address- MATHAR ROAD, BALAGHAT (M.P.) do hereby make oath and
state as under:-

1. That, the deponent is the respondent no. 8 in the aforesaid OA, and is
therefore authorized for filing the instant reply and is well acquainted with
the facts of the case. The deponent is conversant with the facts and
circumstances of the above applications per the records available.

2. The reply is drafted on deponent’s instructions by deponent’s counell
which is read and understood by me and the same is true and corregt’.//o T A
//

3. The affidavit is filed in support of the reply filed herewith //'% Reg. N

VERIFICATION
[ Rajesh Ramlal Pathak, the above named deponent, do hereby verify
that contents of paras | to 3 of above affidavit are true to my personal

knowledge. e X-qh’i\"
Verified by me on ......day of 2025. 2\
NOTARIAL
o SWORN BEF(JRE ME
A VA THE WITHIN IAMED
. LALITA S Al
sr. Noé’L’Z_rm&/ NOTARY & ABVOCATE
I’ BHOPAL (M.P.) INDIA
Date..... \ 'L\\-o\’l(/
B2 OCT 2075
fdentified by mg: o
Name. 77?:\.1\%%}.\'{:{;-“ prras
idfcﬁb..:__)—"‘... 6__,@.“5 2 o 2
Signature..,, " ;w §7%
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Issue Date & Time
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SP/SRO/DRO/HO Details

Deed Type ‘
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Address
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Digitally signed by Banshilal
Parihar
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IST

—Q

Registration and Stamp Department
Madhya Pradesh

Certificate of Stamp Duty

01610501112023002223

1000

1000 Municipality Duty (Rs.) 0
0 Upkar Amount (Rs.) 0
0

NON-JUDICIAL

01/11/2023 12:03:11
BANSHI LAL PARIHAR/SP010116609201500339
WARD NO 25 IN FRONT OF MAHULE HARDWARE PREM NAGAR BALAGHAT
BALAGHAT BALAGHAT
 DedDemils
Agreement/ Memorandum of an agreement
If relating to secure repayment of a loan or debt.- 0.25 percent of the amount of loan or
debt, subject to a2 maximum of five lakh rupees

PR

‘First Party Details
MP STATE MINING CORPORATION LTD
PARYAWAS BHAWAN, BLOCK 'A’ Il ND FLOOR, JAIL ROAD, ARERA HILLS,

BHOPAL MADHYA PREDESH 462011 BHOPAL Madhya Pradesh INDIA

1

- Second Party Details o o
RAJESH KUMAR PATHAK S/0 D/O W/0 C/0O RAM LAL PATHAK

WARD NO 15, BATHAR ROAD BALAGHAT BALAGHAT Madhya Pradesh INDIA
1
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N.C.R.B (.4t ame.al)
LLF.-l (qhYga siTar @i -1)

FIRST INFORMATION REPORT

(Under Section 173 B.N.S.S)

g AT faaré
(ermT |73:ﬂ1;qua%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ)

1. District (Fre): aremae P.S. (UTT): QAT

FIR No. (7.9.x. §.):0256 Year (ad): 2025

Date and Time of FIR (7. &t f&siw 2t ama): 30/08/2025 18:19 a4t
2. S.No. (.4.) Acts (arfatam) ISectlons (aTI(T))

. R =ar wiRert (e T ), ?023}303
2 wcdta =arg gigar (et T 1), 2023 317(5
3 @ afafam, 1952
4 @ fofaam, 1952 \21

5 e i af fram, 1986 153(1)
3. (a)Occurrence of offence (3T &t gz

1. Day (/&7): Date Frem (Ri@m @ ): Date To ( femi@m a@ ):
et Rm 02/05/2024 13/12/2024
Time Period (977 3raff): Time From (@A ® ): Time To (AT dH):
06:00 st 18:00 =

(b) Information received at P.S. (JT-TT STgl @1 WTa §% ): Date (fe=ria ): 30/08/2025
Time (@73): 17:56 &

(c) General Diary Reference (QsHmaat A3 ):Entry No. (wfaf2 €.): 015
Date & Time (fEAT® 3N g0A): 30/08/2025 18:05

4. Type of Information (&1 &1 y&R): fafda
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s N.C.R.B (T.3f1.3m.
Distienti® LILF.-l (Q—‘ﬁqﬁ 16 e -1)

5. Place of Occurrence (UcATEY):

1. (a) Direction and distance from P.S.(aTT G’@ 3k far ):igor, 16 fepet
Beat No. (dlz 4.):
(b) Address (TdT): &figid @ ©1C, mﬂﬁ?ﬁ‘%ﬁ'.o

(c) In case, outside the limit of this Poli= C::‘:'on then (@fe; a7 HwT & aTET g an:
Name of P.S.(JTHT &1 dTH): ‘LiniaiiState) (BT (TSA)):

6. Complainant/ Informant (Rraraasai gl ):
(a) Name (AT): @fsr Flteren qea gam e fo 2 AR PRl gAR AT A
(b) Father's/Husband's Name(far / afa &1 7m)

(c) Date/Year of Birth (5=x faf2 / ad ): 1985 (d) Nationality (TTEtadT): 9
(e) UID No. (g3msst §.):
() Passport No.(UTauIe §.): Date of Issue (SIT8 &z it fafd):
Place of Issue (ST fXA &1 TAT ):
(9) Id details (Ration Card,Vote: ID Card,Passport,UID No.,Driving License,PAN)

S.No.(%.9.) Id Type (9g=TH U3 &7 ThN) Id Number (JgdTH &)
1|
(h) Address (ddT):

S.No.| Address Type Address
] (0.49.)| (T€T BT PR (gdm)
1 ERUEICRGI AT AT | AT, ATATETE, HET e, W
| wardt gar [T BTt , QTeTatT, ATATHTE, HEd Fedl, I

(i) Occupatlon (cmerara): gferg siferd
() Phone number (TATY 4.):
Mobile (FYaTge &.): 91-9424925422
7. Details of known/suspected/unknown accused with full particulars (3Td / gferer [ aara

arfrgs &1 QR frawor afga avfa):
'Accused More Than (3970 Y U & A g ar gEan):

S.No. [Name (={TII) Alias (311:{111) “Relative's Name |Present Address
(.9.) (Fred e @1 ) I(aﬁm )
1 aga | ]tarrs‘_msﬁzzﬂg.am
/RAMESH - ITATHTE PIATe, JATTdTE,
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N.C.R.B (ua.d}.3me 1)
LLF.-l (Tdhtgea sirar s -1)

— PEBE\ , T HET Y41, MR

8. Re . . : ]
asons for delay lr]:sreportmg by the’complainant/informant (Rr&raasaf | gamsaf gra

q & T ¥ o)
DY ATATH YT e W

9. Pa_rticulflrs of properties of interest (dafra grufy @1 Rrawwm):

S-NQ- [Property Category ’\Property 'fy;;eiii Tﬁkég}’ifpfiifon (Ferau) Value(In Rs/-)
(6.9.) |(wufy soft (@FulRY &1 TEHR) (17a (%))

1 \sm 3 aRagH IR g1 &l W @A A 7,65,00,000.00
N R 3 ¥ Io@g FEA

10. Total value of property (In Rs/-)-a¥uf &1 gt gea1(z 7): 7,65,00,00..00

11. Inquest Report / U.D. case No., if any (§cg adiar Rkayé / . €Y. uamww €., afg #E g1 ):
S.No. (s5.4.) UIDB Number (Z_.E}. 5T §.)

12.First Information contents (Y% a1 azg )

A 7T QAT 7 AT TeRiTOH % U W UeEd § | o R 30.08.2025 Hi e @
F0gs Qo TR Fered e o fRig pere 9w 38 Far @, s (af amar e
ST GRT ah fetfed e e s w Yer e Fored et whver gt et
arg 9.15 gz e aremene, e arerene (w.0.) gRr &g W g § 3y €1 Ieag a
& gaE # A I TR Seie 1 s W AT BT F el {RmTad TR 3.
242/2025, T 30.08.2025 W gf @ 3T W g et aré .15 agR A arermee,
TSter areiTene (7.9.) % freee; wam gea amr 303(2), 317(5) BNS, 4/21 @ @it aifdr
1952, 53 (1) A.¥. g @R W 1996 &1 Y ufed wer Ul 91 @ Uy tsfiaee, a
Taca= & Torm 17T | NS U Aot St §- uid, AT wHI 4T Q<erion, Rier-arereane
@.9.) oz - v O=iel dg. Qs B @aw sHHih 463 ThaT 4.990 §. &% W whigd 3
geH H A, TA.S.8. 3 Uehur i 1262/2024 H 51w ST BT RaE # I wlipa
g7 & aTgT &F GAST X 1 QY Je@aad! & T T aﬁ%wﬁa@wﬁ
Tl FEH:- FATAG T3 shuTh 660 TEATH 28.08.2025 00--3WIh Rruaiaaia gefifa
3L & U B o g T 7 Rreielt ag. Aeersh & @ERT shATeh 463 WherT 4.990 . &7 &
deang feATe 02.05.2024 & foATw 13.12.2024 % Aea wa.E1.30. Agd IR 0aiRde &
i ¥ @ &7 T angt &7 N 31 Ie@aH fhdl I arerd 7. TH.S1L.8, Jget A =18
et 3 wantor e 1262/2024, ¥ AT 20.11.2024 gRT UTRd SMEY SFER TS &g
M gRT 3 1emraa a1 [ATH 13.12.2024 @i g fvar mam Swiwer nisa s
o §g 51 RATE g it 118 vl Ruie Fargar smiu anafta 6 ma < Parqan g
-1.The geo-cordinate given in mining plan and the physical pillars co-ordinate as
recorded during field visit were mapped on the Google Earth Software and found
that the area where the Mine Developer Operator (MDO) has crected mine pillars is
not as per the mine lease area recorded in Mining plan Environmental clearance. 2
The geo-graphical location of the actual mine boundary as per approved mine plan
and the boundary found defined during the field visit is as .) tabulated below.

3
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N.C.R.B (g ¥Lamah)
LIF.| (qdhtgea st i -l)

Boundary PointsGeo-coordinates of the mine ic2se jn chicholi as per approved mine
PlanGeo-coordinates of the pillars found erected during field visit
onLatitudeLongitudeLatitudeLongitudeA213151 .33N795207.01 E213152.
56N795231.26EB213153.54N795155.78E213147.53N795229.79 EC213148.
75N795154.73E213146.80N795215.28ED212145.:2CN795206.13E213151.
11N795215.77 E3. On the day of field visit i.z..13.12.2024, it was clearly evident
that apart from the mining in the site at which pillars have been erected, mining has
also been done in the area coordinates as givai in the mine plan and it seems
efforts have been made before 1-2 days to level this lease area by using machinery
to hide the mining signs. The marks of tractor ot.er vchicles tyres were clearly
visible during site visit. The committee asked to Sh Khushil Kumar Muhaare,
Patwari, Muvaad (Additional Charge of Chicholi village) to carry out a tentative
measurement of the area wherein excavation was carried out as claimed by the
villagers. The measurement states that on the tank, the average height of the sand
bed was observed 1.67 m varying from 1 to 3 m. The levelled area upto the bank
was spread in average width of 120 m and in (e total length of 510 M. IR UTH
Fereiet ag. AXerel & GERT Wi 463 ThelT 4.99C §. &7 § whigpd W G &7 & age foreg
AT 03 AR T30 2T @RSt X T 31 Seae R ST qrT T g, S foh 5
7 ¥ WY IR 1S ST 510 W, TTS T 120 WY, ud A mgas 01 /. g
QT T, SR Jeaid @i X i et AT 61200 AT, G gl I & day & TR.SL3N
P HRUT FATA GEAT U BT UF FAih 614 1A £8.08.2025 Y ST o T Al
mwmﬁmmmmmwwﬁmrm, STeTe T A ol S &
RO T TF SHTH 660 TR 28.08.2025 & R TH.EL.3M. & g fham
3o e B9, TR (3rel @, TREgE qaT HERoT A e fam) 2022 3 JUMTH &
Ry 18 3 TTERITAY 3 Jee] O G 3 HROT 313 Fe@ T TR UStarg o T g1 3t
Srafa @i W 1 qaedl TR &, 76,50,000.00 YA AT TEA Y TS i Al A
AR, TUE TRITRREE (TS SaeTR i ITRER) Mg ot Wer g Fame- aré .15 ag
e et aremoTe (9.9.) R far ST yeiid g gt 3t WA 0T AR Qe JeaAhd
o A Y. TS TRIRACE (AT SaeTR a JATIe) g o W gat Frardl- arg 7.15
A3 U e areTae (F.51.) 3 foreg warTe ool RATRRT ARICTE! 5 6l PHE Pl GEIER
3T 7 sroeg @A ROgs Ner-arerene (4.9.)
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N.C.R.B (q=.d1.3m.&l)
LLF.-l (g i o -1)

13, At .
Action taken: Since the above information reveals commission of offence(s) uls

as mentioned at Item No. 2.
(&Y T2t FrfaTd) : 5 R Iw SR A e e @ R ey S w1 ada g |, 2
Jecl @ URT & dgd ¢ |) or (41)

(1) Registered the case and took up the investigation:

(wrahTuT o v a3k sifa & forg feram man ):
(2) Directed (Name of 1.0.) (sti= aiftrardt @ 7m):  CHANDRA SHEKHAR CHOUDHARY
No.( 9§.): 626
Rank (u<): OFFICIATING ASST SUB INSPECTOR
to take up the Investigation

(aﬁmaamﬁmaﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁvﬁisr%mnm) or (1)
(3) Refused investigation due to (= & faT):

or (3 ST SHR FhaT A1)
(4) Transferred to P.S.(JT41): ' District (Fsre):

on point of jurisdiction (& &FTIEHIT & AT geatana) .

F.LR. read over to the complainant / informant,admitted to be correctly recorded and a
copy given to the complainant / informant free of cost. (Wf/

muﬁ?ﬁqzaﬂgménﬂ’r,wé’ravfg‘émaﬁrqmaaﬁ’fﬁsﬁﬁfhwumfaﬁa?nm“r|)
R.0.A.C.(3TR. 3t .¢ .¥1.) o w3 e ur yafidt g @ s

\(\h
FIR Writer (drafiddl & gEdTgr)
Name (71): NAVNEET KUMRE
Rank (U<): W RESH-Hraige
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N.C.R.B (q7.4}.3m )
LI.F.-1 (Tehgat STTar wref )

Siznature of Officer in charge, Police Station
(ATT BT & GEATER)
Name (7171):RAM SINGH PATEL

Rank(ug): | (Inspector)
% No.(%.): 11
14.Signature/Thumb impression of the complainant / informant.

(FRraasatl | ga=madl & geareR / S @ fHaT):

15.Date and time of dispatch to the court
(3reTera § dgur it feFi®w 3k 9wa):

Attachment to item 7 of First Information Report (727 a1 Ruld & #e 7 HeTwa):
Physical features, deformities and other details of the suspect/accused: ( If known /seen)
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geo-cordinate given in mining plan and the physical pillars' co-ordinate as recorded during
ficld visit were mapped on the Google Ea:th Software and found that the area where the Minc
Developer Operator (MDO) has crected mine pillars is not as per the mine lease area recorded
in Mining plan & Environmental clearance. 2& The geo-graphical location of the actual minc
boundary as per approved mine plan and tae boundary found defined during the field visit is

as .) tabulated below.

Boundar | Geo-coordinates of the v:izc l:asein Geo-coordinates of the pillars
y Points | chicholi as per appreved iine Plan | found crected during field visit on
Latitude onumdc Latitude Longitude
A 21°31'51.33"N 9°5207.01'E | 21°31'52.56"N | 79°52'31.26°E
B 21'31'53.54"N 79°51'35.78"E | 21°3147.53"N | 79°52'29.79 E
C 2193148.75"N | 75°5154.73"E | 213146.80"N | 79°52'15.28"E |
D 21°31'46.96'N 79°52'06.13"E | 21°31'51.11"N | 79°52"15.77 E
3. On the day of field visit i.e. 13.17.7024, " vas cicarly evident that apart from the mining in
the site at which pillars have been erecic = * " 2 has also been done in the arca coordinates
as given in the mine plan and’it seen.. 2i"cri. ..2ve been made before 1-2 days to level this
lease arca by using machinery to hide the :. * 3 signs. The marks of tractor & other vehicles
tyres were clearly visible during site visit. 2 committec asked to Sh Khushil Kumar Muhaare,

Patwari, Muvaad (Additional Charge ci' Ct:icholi village) to carry out a tentative measurcment

of the area wherein excavation was carsied out as claimed by the villagers. The measurement
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states that on the bank, the average heigl.: or the sat

nd bed was observed 1.67 m varying 1‘r0l7\40 l

: | toZam. The levelled area upto the bank was spread in average width of 120 m and in the total
\cng,th of 510 M.
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1— The geo-cordinate given in mining plan and the physical pillars’ co-ordinate as recorded during field
" visit were mapped on the Google Earth Software and found that the area where the Mine Developer

Operator (MDO) has crected mine pillars is not as per the mine lease area recorded in Mining plan &
Environmental clearance,

7 The geo-graphical location of the actual mine boundary as per approved mine plan and the boundary
found defined during the field visit is as .) tabulated below.

Boundar Geo-coordinates of the mine lease in Geo-coordinates of the pillars

y Points chicholi as per approved mine Plan found erected during field visit on
Latitude Longitude Latitude ~ Longitude
A 21°31'51.33"N 79°52'07.01'E 21°31'52.56"N | 79°52'31.26°E
B 21'31'53.54"N [ 79°51'55.78"E 121°31'47.53"N 79°52729.79 E
C 21°31'48.75"N | 79°51'S4.73"E 2131'46.80"N___ [ 79°52'15.28"E
D 21°31'46.96"N 79°52'06.13"E 21°31'51.11"N 79°52'15.77 E

3— On the day of field visit i.e. 13.12.2024, it was clearly evident that apart from the mining in the site at

which pillars have been erected, mining has also been done in the area coordinates as given in the
mine plan and it seems efforts have been made before 1-2 days to level this lease area by using
machinery to hide the mining signs. The marks of tractor & other vehicles tyres were clearly visible
during site visit. The committee asked to Sh Khushil Kumar Muhaare, Patwari, Muvaad (Additional
Charge of Chicholi village) to carry out a tentative measurement of the area wherein excavation was
carried out as claimed by the villagers. The measurement states that on the bank, the average height of
the sand bed was observed 1.67 m varying from 1 to 3 m. The levelled area upto the bank was spread
in average width of 120 m and in the total length of 510 m.
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4— The villagers have made the complaint of illegal excavation at the site co-ordinates given under the
mine plan. Therefore, it seems that the mining has been carried out in both these areas, i.e. mine lease
area and the area which is about 250 meters away from actual mine lease boundary. Both these areas
are shown in the Google Earth satellite imagery of year 2021.

5— Status of sand mining at Chicholi village

(a Village Chicholi is located on the left bank of river Bawanthadi. Earlier, the sand mining contract was
awarded by MP State Mining Corporation Ltd to M/s Rajesh Pathak (Contactor) from 30.5.2020 to
30.6.2023 for total 67 mine leases of total 324.697 Ha area of Balaghat District. Out of these 67 mine
leases, 08 (Kodbi, Bamhani, Bonkatta, Hardoli, Tuiyapar, Chicholi, Chicholi-II and Mowad) were on
river Bawanthadi. The mine lease of 4.99 Ha on Khasra no. 463 (of total arca 49.388 Ha) at village
Chicholi is one of the 08 mine leases on Bawanthadi river.

(b) Further, MP State Mine Corporation Ltd, through e-tender dated 5.2.2023 selected successful bidder.
M/s Shri Ramesh Prasad Dubey and Shri Girish Pathak (M/s RG Associates Consortium) was selected
as successful bidder and regarding this an Information letter was issued on 3.5.2024 by the
Corporation for mining in 65 sand mines for annual mining of 15 Lacs m?® sand. Copy of the Letter of

- Intimation (LOI) & Information letter dated 4.9.2023 and 3.5.2024
This contract includes the mine lease of 4.99 Ha at Khasra no. 463 (Out of total area 49.388
Ha) of village Chicholi. The complainant has raised issued of illegal sand mining on this mine lease of
village Chicholi.

6- Recommendation

Based on the field observation made by the joint committee it is recommended that.

SEIAA shall put the Environmental Clearance in abeyance till the procedural corrections made.
Environmental Clerance shall be revised with site specific findings.
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